
Laughton believes that plants and 
water exude positive energy and that 
there is an overall improvement in mental 
health through association with plants.

“It was mainly about converting 
wasteland into something beautiful, an 
opportunity to breathe life back into the area 
and create a connection for the community.” 

The garden’s wide pathways were 
designed specifically to be motor-
vehicle friendly. (Visitors unable to walk 
around the gardens themselves have 
the option to use an electric vehicle.)

Laughton says public gardens are 
vital to the overall health of communities 
and the space lends itself perfectly to 
having stunning sculptural art. He’d 
like to see some of the sculptures 
become permanent fixtures.  

Whangarei Quarry Gardens manager 

David McDermott says the 24-hectare 
property is still a work in progress. With 
approximately 500 hundred different 
species (mainly subtropical plants), there 
is ongoing upgrading and maintenance.

He says many of the trees have matured 
over the past 20 years to become living, 
growing 'sculptures' themselves.

“With our warm micro-climate, we have 
subtropical plants growing here that you 
won’t find anywhere else in in the country.”

Sculpture Northland curator Dorothy 
McHattie says the annual exhibition 
brings the arts community together.

“Everyone was so enthusiastic about the 
event and we’ve had huge local support. 
We put a call out to all the artists we knew 
of, and half of them were new this year.”

Well-established and experienced 
artists offered helpful advice for the 

Blending stunning subtropical 
gardens with creative sculptural art is 
without doubt a winning combination. 

The fifth Sculpture Northland 
exhibition at Whangarei Quarry Gardens  
in Kensington last November once again 
impressed visitors, featuring the clever 
work of 43 Northland-based artists. 

The idea of combining art within 
the gardens was first mooted 10 years 
ago. Local resident and psychologist 
Laughton King, who initiated the original 
Whangarei Quarry Gardens project in 
the early 1990s, says the concept grew 
from a health and wellbeing perspective. 

newcomers. Dorothy's own background 
experience assisting with NZ Sculpture 
on the Shore has given her an eye for 
positioning art sensitively within the 
landscape. The installation of Sculpture 

WHANGAREI QUARRY GARDENS 
IS A SUBTROPICAL MASTERPIECE, 
WRITES LINDY DAVIS

Northland was completed in four days, 
and gave her time to consider various 
options and make any changes.

“These gardens are so amazing, 
which makes the job of deciding where 
the art should go in such a beautiful 
setting very easy … it all works.”

Northland artist Oodee Eilat’s tiny 
glazed ceramic figurines found their 
place hanging out in several nooks and 
crevices of an impressive limestone 
boulder. Artist and sculptor Trish 
Clarke’s three copper Nikau palms 
were perfectly positioned by the lake. 
The 1.6-metre high structures, crafted 
from copper and steel with a verdigris 
finish, are an example of her focus on 
contemporary metal sculpture featuring 
native New Zealand flora and fauna.

“I draw inspiration from the  
environment, and my free-standing 
sculptures will often reflect that,” 
says Trish. I’ve used palm trees, 
dandelions, thistles, arum lilies and 
bear’s paw in various designs.”

A graduate of NorthTec with 
a Bachelor of Applied Arts, Trish 
attributes her renewed interest in 
sculpture to a mid-life crisis.

“I suppose you could put it down 
to post-divorce inspiration. I just 
threw myself at various projects, 
particularly anything involving spatial 
concepts, patterns and design.”

She particularly enjoys working in large 
scale with copper, steel, aluminium and 
corten, to create something that will last.

Some of the larger works require 
technical assistance to ensure they are 
stable; for that she consults Whangarei 
engineer and craftsman Glen Crawford 
at Croule Custom Engineering. 

“I usually make a model or design 
of something and then run it past 
Glen, especially if it’s going into a high 
wind environment.” Glen ensures the 
armature is secure and can endure the 
ever-changing weather conditions.

Trish has submitted a piece for 
the Kaipara Coast Sculpture Gardens 
exhibition and is now engrossed in the 
Camera Obscura project, a giant 8m x 
8m corten steel sculpture that will house 
a camera obscura using CCTV technology 
to connect the world via the web. The 
interactive structure will face out to 
Whangarei’s Te Matau ā Pohe Bridge, 
positioned on the Hatea Loop walk.

Newcomers to Sculpture Northland, 
Ralph and Violet Riegel entered 
their collaboration ‘Heavens Gate’, 
a hand-made gate crafted from iron 
and Manuka wood combines man-
made and natural elements.

Self described “creatives”, Violet says 
the idea for the gate came about by chance.

IMAGES: Kerry Marinkovich
This page: Aaron Ellis-Smith's 'Dragon' – 
voted the winner in the Creative Northland 
People's Choice Award; Ralph and Violet 
Riegel's 'Heaven's Gate', 2nd in the PCA; 
Trish Clarke with her copper Kina; Stacy 
Morrison's figure 'With Life comes Death'. 
Winners of the Creative Northland People's 
Choice Award (from left to right) – Aaron 
Ellis-Smith, Wendy Cunliffe, curator Dorothy 
McHattie, Ralph and Violet Riegel;
Oodee Eilat's figures 'Donnal' and 'Eric'.
Facing page: Trish Clark's copper Nikau 
grove; Malcolm Ford's copper plane 
'Jetsam'; Rod Cunliffe's towering Grey 
Heron 'Kotuku'; Wendy Cunliffe's cheeky 
cats lined up as 'The Terracatta Army' 
– voted 3rd in the Creative Northland 
People's Choice Award.

“Ralph wanted to make a large ball out 
of iron. I asked him what the use of a ball 
on its own was, and that we really needed a 
gate for the chooks. He said he didn’t know 
why, but he just wanted to make a ball.”

They compromised. The gate was 
designed around a central sphere Ralph 
crafted from reinforcing steel. The timber 
posts were made from Tea tree branches; the 
polystyrene ball at the top was waterproofed 
and painted gold to resemble an orb.

“It needed something else to balance 
things and by chance I stumbled on a 
couple of bowling balls in a second-
hand shop. Ralph positioned them 
at the top on either side of the gate. 
Somehow it just worked.”  

COMING UP FOR ART LOVERS

! OTP Art and Craft Working Exhibition, 
Marsden Cove Marina, Rauiri Drive. 
Sat 27 and Sun 28 January, 10am-4pm. 
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WINTER

Contact us to get a free/ no obligation
quote on all your gas home heating or

water heating requirements.

Gas Water
Heating

Energy Saver
Heaters

Freestanding and
Inbuilt Gas Fires

SPECIALISED SERVICES
Plumbing
Gasfitting

Under Floor Heating
Mechanical Services

Sheet Metal Fabrication

Palmers Whangarei
Cnr. Water & Central Avenue, Whangarei
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To redeem this offer please cut out this coupon and present in store.  Valid till February 28th, at Palmers Whangarei only.
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Palmers – New Year Gardeners Special – exclusive to Scene!

All indoor plants, pots and books
or

All outdoor plants, water features and bird baths
(excludes spa pools)
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